
In the last years of the twentieth century, antihumanist forms of radical thought came to the fore, from 
Louis Althusser’s structuralist Marxism to Michel Foucault’s poststructuralism and postmodernism.  
These theories have emphasized a politics of difference, with the critique of capital and class relegated 

to the background.  In so doing, antihumanist radical theory pushed aside earlier forms of radical thought 
in the socialist humanist or Marxist humanist vein. Since the birth of the global justice movement and the 
Great Recession, the worm has turned again, with the politics of difference and antihumanist radicalism 
starting to recede.  The time has come to reconsider for today, albeit sometimes critically, the socialist 
and Marxist-Humanist currents, from Althusser’s antagonist the social historian and peace activist E.P. 
Thompson to the socialist humanist psychologist Erich Fromm, and from the African revolutionary 
humanist Frantz Fanon to the Marxist-Humanist and feminist philosopher Raya Dunayevskaya.  The 
speakers will also discuss what socialist or Marxist humanism means for a politics of solidarity.

The occasion for this meeting is the publication of the new book, For Humanism: Explorations in Theory and 
Politics (Pluto Press, London), with contributions by David Alderson, Kevin B. Anderson, Timothy Brennan, 
Barbara Epstein, and Robert Spencer.  Books will be available for signing at a discount at the meeting.

BARBARA EPSTEIN is Professor Emerita in the History of Consciousness Department, UC Santa Cruz.  
She is the author of Political Protest and Cultural Revolution: Nonviolent Direct Action in the 1970s and 1980s, 
and, more recently, of The Minsk Ghetto 1941-1943: Jewish Resistance and Soviet Internationalism. She is a 
member of the Democratic Socialists of America.

KEVIN B. ANDERSON teaches at UC-Santa Barbara.  He is has written widely on Marxism, critical 
theory, and on race and gender, and is the author of Marx at the Margins: Nationalism, Ethnicity, and 
Non-Western Societies and the coauthor of Foucault and the Iranian Revolution: Gender and the Seductions 
of Islamism. He is also the coeditor of the Rosa Luxemburg Reader. He is a member of the International 
Marxist-Humanist Organization.

Sponsored by the West Coast Chapter, International Marxist-Humanist Organization
More information: <arise@internationalmarxisthumanist.org>
http://www.internationalmarxisthumanist.org/

BOOK SIGNING

For Humanism: 
Returning to Radical Solidarity after Poststructuralism 
and the Politics of Difference

Sunday 25th June, 6:00-8:00pm 
Westside Peace Center, 
3916 Sepulveda Blvd., near Venice Blvd. 
(free parking in rear)
Suite 101-102, press #22 at door to get into building
Culver City (LA area)

Speakers: Barbara Epstein & Kevin B. Anderson


