
 

 

Limited Partnership 
Part of Our On-Going “Flicks for Thought” Series 

Saturday, February 20th at 1:45 pm 
Doors open at 1:00.  Seating is on a first come, first seated basis. 

Community Room - Irvine Ranch Water District1  
15500 Sand Canyon Avenue, Irvine, CA 92618 

 
Limited Partnership is the love story between Filipino-American 
Richard Adams and his Australian husband, Tony Sullivan. In 
1975, thanks to a courageous county clerk in Boulder, CO, 
Richard and Tony were one of the first same-sex couples in the 
world to be legally married. Richard immediately filed for a green 
card for Tony based on their marriage. Richard received a 
denial letter from the Immigration and Naturalization Service 
stating, “You have failed to establish that a bona fide marital 
relationship can exist between two faggots.” Outraged at the 
tone, tenor and politics of this letter and to prevent Tony’s 
impending deportation, the couple sued the U.S. government. 
This became the first federal lawsuit seeking equal treatment for 
a same-sex marriage in U.S. history. 
Over four decades of legal challenges, Richard and Tony 
figured out how to maintain their sense of humor, justice and 
whenever possible, their privacy. Their personal tale parallels 
the history of the LGBT marriage and immigration equality 
movements, from the couple signing their marriage license in 
Colorado, to the historic U.S. Supreme Court rulings on gay 
marriage in June 2013.  Limited Partnership celebrates Richard 

and Tony’s long path.  Richard and Tony’s personal journey is set against 40 years of historical and 
political clashes. These critical moments in history are explored through the use of television news 
clips, newspaper headlines, radio announcements, Tony and Richard’s personal photos and letters, 
interviews, and animated graphics.  

For more information: 
Visit: www.au-oc.org  or email: OrangeCountyAU@yahoo.com 

Call: 714-299-4551 

 
                                            
1 Irvine Ranch Water District neither supports nor endorses the cause nor activities of organizations which use the District’s meeting rooms that are 
made available as a public service. 


