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Irvine Ranch Water District1 Community Room 

15500 Sand Canyon Avenue, Irvine, CA 92618 

 
For more information: 

www.au-oc.org  or email: orangecountyau@yahoo.com 
Fax:  714-515-4248 Call: 949-733-9157 

Constantine’s Sword is the story of James P. Carroll's journey to uncover the roots of war. He is a former 
Catholic priest who believes that there has been a relationship between religiously inspired violence and war, 
beginning with the adoption of Christianity by the Roman Emperor Constantine I in 312 AD. Constantine was 
convinced that he had won a battle because he had followed the instructions of a vision, to inscribe a sign of 
the cross on the shields of his soldiers. In Carroll's view, this event marked the beginning of an unholy alliance 
between the military and the Church. 

Carroll focuses on Catholic and evangelical anti-Judaism, and invokes the cross as a symbol of the long 
history of Christian xenophobic violence against Jews and non-Christians, from the Crusades, through 
the Roman Inquisition and the creation of the Jewish ghetto, to the Holocaust. Carroll also charges that there is 
an ongoing evangelical infiltration of the U.S. military, and that this has had negative consequences for U.S. 
foreign policy.  

                                            
1 Irvine Ranch Water District neither supports nor endorses the cause nor activities of organizations which use the District’s meeting rooms that are 
made available as a public service. 


